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Welcome to the f irst  edition of MEPP Alumni . This annual issue of news and events 

aims to give you an insight into future events and plans we hope to build upon, but 

also to give you an overview of the previous year’s activit ies. Every June we wil l  

publish a new MEPP Alumni  on the website and Facebook group, it  wil l  also be 

emailed out to all  Alumni that are interested. Make sure to l ike our Facebook Group 

but also to join as a member of the private Facebook “MEPP Alumni Group”.  

 

If  you would l ike to feature in the next issue of MEPP Alumni do not hesitate to get 

in touch. Moreover, if  you have job opportunities you think would be applicable for 

current or prior students of MEPP please send us the necessary information. If  you 

wish them to be more broadly publi shed we can use our Twitter and Facebook pa ges 

for wider circulat ion.  

 

The aim of this and the recent proactive move towards Alumni relations is  to 

develop a close network of professionals that can aid one another in their careers.  

Here at MEPP we are always keen to hear how previous MEPP classes continue to 

communicate,  help and work with one another after  KU Leuven. We feel that  the 

rigour and the high standard of KU Leuven is most understood by previous students.  

Therefore we ask for help in promoting this  programme but also in supporting other 

alumni of  MEPP, to make it  a successful and prosperous programme. We maintain a 

highly selective process of  admitting students and bel ieve all  graduates of MEPP are 

well  equipped for the international environment and make for strong candidates for 

some posit ions you may come across in your profession.  

 

 

 

WELCOME BY THE MEPP TEAM 
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If  you are not signed up for  our newsletters and these issues,  please register  on the 

website here;  

http://soc.kuleuven.be/io/english/mepp/jobsalumni/alumniform  

Professor Dr. Marleen Brans, Academic Director  

Professor Dr. Stephan Keukeleire, Vice -Director  

Silke Ruebens, MEPP Co-ordinator  

Sylvia Tutenel, MEPP Administrat ive Co -ordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://soc.kuleuven.be/io/english/mepp/jobsalumni/alumniform


 
4 

 

- 1st  November     Public Holiday – All Saints Day 

- 11th November     Public Holiday – Armistice Day  

- 27th November     Info Session - Internships 

- 18th December      Alumni – Drinks Reception 

- 22nd December-8th January    KU Leuven Holiday – Christmas Holiday 

- 25th December     Public Holiday – Christmas 

- 26th December     Public Holiday – Boxing Day 

- 1st  January       Public Holiday – New Year’s Day 

- 12th March-12th April    Application – EU Commission Traineeship Oct ‘15 

- 13th March-4th April     Application – NATO Internship March ‘16 

- 15th March-15th May    Application – EU Parliament Traineeship Oct ‘15 

- 26th March      Info Session - Jobs   

- 5th  April      Easter Sunday 

- 1st  May      Public Holiday – Labour Day 

- 14th May      Public Holiday – Feast Ascension 

- 25th May      Public Holiday – Pentecost  

- 1st  June-31st August    Application – EU Council Traineeship ‘16  

- 11th  July      Public Holiday – Flemish Holiday 

- 15th July-28th August    Application – EU Commission Traineeship Feb ‘16 

- 21st July       Public Holiday – Belgium National Holiday 

- 15th August      Public Holiday – Assumption of Mary  

- 15th October     Application – EU Parliament Traineeship March ‘16 

 

  

CALENDAR 2014-2015 

Alumni Drinks Reception 

18th December 2014 

Brussels 

Location & Time will be communicated 
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NEWS FROM 2013-14 

Graduation:  

On the 6th July five of the current MEPP 2014 class graduated all with cum laude or 

higher. The programme was extremely proud to have a large number of students 

graduating in the summer. We also said goodbye to Professor Govaerts who has 

worked on the MEPP course for ten years. As always the programme gathered at 

D’Artagnan for the graduating meal the night before. Good luck to all graduates! 

Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis:  

In November MEPP and KU Leuven hosted the two-day international conference 

which sought to investigate how to bring practitioners and academics together in 

their analysis of policy research. The conference brought members from international 

organisations like the IMF and academics from all over the world. Over the two days 

papers and presentations were given to explore the methodological difficulties in 

comparative research. 

News 

Alumni Drinks:   

In December, MEPP organised its first Alumni event, which was a resounding success. 

It was a great opportunity to catch up with class mates, professors and to hear about 

the success of former students in their professional careers. MEPP will do many more 

events of this type. Details of future events will be communicated.  

Strasbourg Trip:   

Every year we visit the city of Strasbourg and the European institutions in March. In 

the European Parliamant we get an idea of the insides thanks to the briefings of 

MEP’s. Also the council of Europe and the Court of Justice (Luxembourg) was part of 

the visit. In the evening we explored the beautiful city center of Strasbourg and had 

the typical “Flamenkuchen” for dinner.   
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Book Launch “The Foreign Policy of the EU” by Stephan 

Keukeleire & Tom Delreux:   

Our vice-director of MEPP, Stephan Keukeleire, Jean Monnet Professor at the 

University of Leuven and Visiting Professor at the College of Europe in Bruges, has 

presented the book at the English Bookshop 'Waterstones Brussels'.  

 
Potluck Dinner:   

During this informal gathering all students make either a starter, a main dish or a 

dessert for the group, preferably a speciality from their own country. After this nice 

meal we end the evening with presents, games and a small party. 

 

 

NATO Visit:   

On March 27th we visited the SHAPE headquarters in Mons with the MEPP students. 

The visit started with general information on SHAPE, followed by an extensive briefing 

on the EU cell at SHAPE. After a great lunch at the headquarters a bus tour around the 

SHAPE village ended our visit.   

 

Herman Van Rompuy Interview:  

On the 11th March President of the European Council and KU Leuven Alumni Herman 

Van Rompuy came to take part in an open interview with Dean Kerremans in front of 

a packed auditorium. He spoke about his role as the first President of the European 

Council and fielded questions from students of MEPP and MAES, with some familiar 

faces of Alumni turning up.  

EAPAA Accreditation: MEPP living up to the highest standards!  

In the academic year 2012-2013 MEPP was re-accredited by EAPAA as a high quality Public 

Administration programme. In 2013-2014 EAPAA itself was accredited by the International Network 

for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE). This means EAPAA has become 

Europe's foremost accreditation agency in public administration education. Recognition by INQAAHE 

makes EAPAA part of the European Quality Assurance Registry for Higher Education  (EQAR). This is 

the most prestigious official qualification EAPAA can receive as a private accreditation agency and 

makes it part of the small community of agencies in Europe that are seen as living up to the highest 

standards.  

 

http://www.eapaa.org/index.php
http://www.inqaahe.org/
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CLASS OF 2014:  

MEPP 2014 has been a close bunch of  

students.  One of the great advantages of 

joining MEPP is  the close fr iendships you 

bui ld,  2014 has been no different.  The 

students graduating in July al l  achieved at  

least cum laude (Dist inction) .  Students have 

worked hard and the celebratory meal the 

night before graduat ion was testament to 

this .  Graduating students wi l l  go on to PhD 

Posit ions,  EU Commission Traineeships,  

NATO Traineeships amongst a whole host of 

other opportunit ies .   

”MEPP has been hugely 

beneficial in providing the 

public policy skills needed 

by international institutions 

today. Moreover, being part 

of such a close group of EU 

political enthusiasts makes 

for a great network of 

friends”   

MEPP Student  2014  
  

 

The class of 2014 consists of st udents from; 

Italy,  Greece, UK, Belgium, The Netherlands,  

Cape Verde, Slovakia,  Latvia,  France, USA 

and Denmark. Thesis topics ranged from 

defence to trade negotiations,  from regional 

planning to policy advisory bodies and from 

party commission candidates to social  care.  

The variety and diversity of this c lass has 

been of real value to  the students and the 

course, br inging different ang les of opinion 

and insight.  Not only has the c lass var ied in 

national background but  also in previous 

experience, some of our students come from 

national governments,  NGO’s,  think tanks,  

translation services as well  as  academic 

undergraduate and postgradua te degrees.  

 

We wish those graduating a l l  the best in 

their future careers –  stay in touch. To al l  

students aiming to graduate in September –  

good luck!  

 



 
8 

 

During the MEPP programme, I  have acquired a sound knowledge of European policy -

making and publ ic administration, a must for anyone that aspires for a job in or around 

the European institutions. It  has given me a very open and international mind -set and has  

provided me with the necessary tools and ski l ls  for in -depth pol icy analysis  and problem 

solving.  

 

After I  studied the MEPP programme, I  was granted an internship at the administration of 

the European Parl iament of six  months at the Unit  for Transparenc y and Access  to 

Parl iamentary Documents. After this internship,  I ’ve worked as a pol icy advisor for a 

Member of European Parl iament for near ly two years.  This year,  I ’ve started as a research 

assistant at the Public  Governance Inst itute of the KU Leuven.  

 

I  would certainly recommend the course to others,  s ince it  provides a solid education and 

training in the f ield of European polit ics and polic ies as well  as publ ic administration and 

public  management.  The exchange of  views with students from all  over  Eur ope and the 

world has certainly broadened my perspectives and has led to many interesting and 

thought-provoking discussions during and after class .    

 

I  would advise future MEPP students to try to get the most  

out of the programme: discuss the topics from class with your 

colleagues from other countries,  get the best out of the 

courses and ass ignments and participate in the exchange 

programme to spend a semester in one of the partner  

universit ies .   

 

The MEPP programme has certainly  fulf i l led my expectations.  

When I  look back, I  am very grateful for al l  the things I  

learned, the opportunit ies that I ’ve got and the people I ’ve  

met.  

Wouter Wolfs,  MEPP 2010 -2011 

ALUMNUS TESTIMONIAL:  
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Reflecting back on my studies  and diplomas it  may be one single and ear ly decision which 

had a major impact on my academic education. S ince the beginning of my undergraduate 

studies in 2004 at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki  I  began to prepare mys elf  best 

in order to achieve my “dream” to later work for the European Union. The quest ion that 

intr igued me the most has a lways been how the EU does and should cope with the reality 

of an increasingly global iz ing world,  and specif ical ly the ever increasin g inf luence of the 

fast-growing nations of As ia and Latin America, as wel l  as of the USA .   

 

My motivation to fol low the MEPP Programme was both academic and profess ional .  The 

common thread weaving those two interests together was the program’s combination of 

EU Foreign Policy and Public Administrat ion, its  emphasis on European studies,  as well  as 

its  deal ing with the practical  challenges practit ioners in policy,  consultancy and 

administrat ion face today. As such the combined Programme has not only complemen ted 

and ideally further contributed to my recent career.  Being a pol icy practit ioner myself  it  

has al lowed me to gain deeper insights into the practice of EU polit ics and policies.  I  

gained a more detai led knowledge and a better understanding especial ly  in  EU External 

Relations,  which after -Lisbon are needed to evaluate EU as a global actor.  Further on,  

through the Programme I  developed my comparative research and analytical  sk i l ls .   

 

More importantly my attendance to the Programme has valuably enhanced my 

professional  competences as an EU civi l  servant and particularly as a policy adviser.  I  have 

been better equipped and educated to deliver better and measurable results in my work.  

In the medium term I  expect that these studies wi l l  support the quality of m y work in any 

future career within the European Institutions and Organisat ions,  specif ical ly  within the 

EEAS and EU delegat ions.  

 

After my studies at the KULeuven  and graduating from the MEPP Programme 2012 -2013, I  

started working as a polit ical  and pol icy adviser at the European Parl iament.  

 

Having a  broad academic,  as  well  as a sol id professional  experience from working within 

the EU institutions,  I  contributed to the c lassroom discussions br inging to my col leagues 

ALUMNA TESTIMONIAL:  
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what have been the experiences I  have gained in dif ferent countr ies and studies and 

within the EU inst itutions. I  bel ieve that al l  of these have contributed to a better 

knowledge and understanding of  E urope in its histor ical ,  polit ical  and geographical  

diversity .   

 

I  am express ing my highest recommendat ion for the top qual i ty MEPP Programme to 

future students.  The MEPP Programme would al low them to further enhance their  

knowledge as  well  as their career  opportunit ies.  It  is  an outstanding intellectual,  academic 

and personal chal lenge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anastasia  Mitronatsiou, MEPP 2012 -2013  

  



 
11 

 

Sylvia Tutenel 
Administrative coordinator MEPP Programme 
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Tel +32-(0)16-32 60 45 

Silke Ruebens 
Co-ordinator MEPP Programme 
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Facebook Page: Master of European Policies and Polit ics –  MEPP 
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Twitter: @MEPPKUL 

Email:  mepp@soc.kuleuven.be  


