
 
 
 
 



RADICALISATION IN/AND THE LOW COUNTRIES 
THE TROUBLED TRAJECTORIES OF AN EMPTY SIGNIFIER 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

The concept of radicalization emerged in a matter of 15 years as one of the leading 

concepts to account for the growing tensions that are seen to lie behind the emergence 

of political and militant forms of Islam and that might resort to acts of violence. 

Introduced in the Lowlands in 2001 and picked up by scholars, its popularity and 

significance expanded after the 9/11 attacks. The murder of Theo Van Gogh in 2004 and 

the London bombings of 2005 spurred the further adoption and expansion of this term 

in an international context. The emergence of Islamic groups such as Sharia4Belgium or 

Sharia4Holland, the departure of hundreds of youngsters to Syria and the direct 

implication of some of these returnees in the terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels in 

2015-2016 has given more credence to the need of counter-radicalization measures and 

policies that are also informed by a rich body of literature (Slootmans & Tillie 2006; 

Buijs, Demant & Hamdy 2006; Gielen 2008; Coolsaet 2004; Neumann 2012). Yet despite 

its omnipresence, the term radicalization is equally highly contested and has been 

criticized for its opacity, securitizing components and depoliticizing effects (Kundnani 

2012, Baker-Beall, Heath-Kelly & Jarvis 2015; Ragazzi 2015).   During this two-day 

conference, younger and more established scholars based in Belgium and the 

Netherlands will gather in order to discuss the value of this discourse, its circulation 

and its effects. Rather than simply dismissing the use of this concept, this conference 

seeks to understand what the language of radicalization does and how its use is tied with 

the growth of a number of insecurities that are at the heart of today’s political 

imaginaries. 

 
  



SEPTEMBER 13-14 2016 
A conference organised by IMMRC (KU Leuven) &  
GIIS (Ghent University) 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
PROGRAMME SEPTEMBER13 
 
	
9:30-10:00: Welcome address by Karel Arnaut (chair IMMRC) & Introduction by organisers 
 
Panel 1: The genealogies of a contested paradigm  
 
10:00-10:40  Rik Coolsaet, UGent  

“Radicalisation, the origins and impact of a contested concept” 
 
10:40-11:20  Beatrice de Graaf, Universiteit van Utrecht   
  “Foreign Fighters on Trial. Sentencing Risk in Recent Dutch Court Cases”  
 
11:20-11:40 break  
 
11:40-12:20  Sami Zemni, UGent  

“Exorcising Radicalisation to Salvage Democracy. Fear as the foundation of liberal democracy” 
 
12:20-13:00  Nadia Fadil, KU Leuven  

“ “Radicalization” as a general or (Muslim) specific process? Complex re-appropriations in the 
Dutch-speaking academic scene” 

 
13:00-14:30  Lunch Break  
 
 
Panel 2: (De-)Radicalization policies  
 
14:30-15:10  Silke Jaminé, KU Leuven  

“De-radicalisation as negotiated practice” 
 
15:10-15:50  Francesco Ragazzi & Lili-Ann de Jong, Leiden University    

“Hijacking Trust? Counter-Radicalisation, Confidence and the Professions” 
 
15:50-16:30  Floris Vermeulen & Ineke Roeckx, Universiteit van Amsterdam  

“Pre-emptive measures against radicalisation and local partnerships in Antwerp” 
 
16:30-17:00  break  
 
17:00-19:30  Public Symposium “Radicalization: critical assessments of a paradigm” 

Arun Kundnani (New York University) & Martha Crenshaw (Stanford University) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PROGRAMME SEPTEMBER14 
 

Panel III: Radicalization and Islam  
 
9:30-10:20 Mieke Groeninck, KU Leuven   

“Considering internal debates on “radicalism” within the Brussels’ Islamic community” 
 
10:20-11:00 Gino Schallenbergh, KU Leuven   

“The Islamic discourse on ‘radicalization’: two examples from Egypt and Saudi-Arabia”  
 
11:00 -11:40 Martijn de Koning, Universiteit van Amsterdam  

“Routinization and Mobilization of Injustice: How to live in a regime of surveillance” 
 
12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00-14:40 Iman Lechkar, Odisee & KU Leuven 

“From ‘radical’ to ‘radicalized’ subjects: Framing Belgian Muslims converts in the aftermath of 
the Syrian civil war” 
 

14:40 - 15:20 Erkan Toguslu, KU Leuven 
“Radicalization and Islamic Authority: The Case of Islam Teachers in Belgium”  

 
15:20 - 16:00 Final remarks & end conference  
 


