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This major new work provides a comprehensive assessment of the foreign policy of the European 
Union.

Adopting an innovative framework, the authors argue that foreign policy needs to be seen as 
formulated not only in response to crises and conflicts but also as a means of shaping interna-
tional structures and influencing long-term processes. Starting from this perspective, the book 
analyses the historical evolution, actors and policy-making processes of the EU’s foreign policy 
system. The book takes a broad view, examining the foreign policy dimensions of such areas as 
trade, development, terrorism and energy alongside the specific remit of foreign, security and 
defence policies. The authors critically assess the impact of EU foreign policy worldwide, the EU’s 
relations with the US, China and Russia, and its response to the challenge of Islamism. They con-
clude by considering the implications of the book’s arguments for theories of European integra-
tion and the study of International Relations.
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





























































