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1. 1. ForeignForeign policypolicy--makingmaking in the in the membermember statesstates
a. a. ConstitutionalConstitutional designdesign

Nature of Nature of governmentgovernment
MostlyMostly proportionalproportional representationrepresentation & & coalitioncoalition governmentsgovernments
HeadHead of State of State oror GovernmentGovernment -- otherother governmentalgovernmental actorsactors
Different Different countriescountries, different designs , different designs 

IncreasingIncreasing dependencedependence of the of the ForeignForeign MinisterMinister
EuropeanEuropean CouncilCouncil
ImplementationImplementation byby specializedspecialized ministersministers

OtherOther actorsactors
SubnationalSubnational governmentsgovernments (e.g. Spain, (e.g. Spain, GermanyGermany, , BelgiumBelgium))
WeakWeak parliamentaryparliamentary oversightoversight
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1. 1. ForeignForeign policypolicy--makingmaking in the in the membermember statesstates
b. Diplomatic and b. Diplomatic and bureaucraticbureaucratic levellevel

InternalInternal structurestructure of of nationalnational ForeignForeign MinistriesMinistries
Different Different departmentsdepartments
GrowingGrowing rolerole of of otherother ministriesministries
→→ impact impact onon coherencecoherence and and consistencyconsistency

DifferencesDifferences betweenbetween membermember statesstates
→→ impact impact onon effectiveeffective participationparticipation of smaller of smaller 
membermember statesstates
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2. Power, 2. Power, interestsinterests and and identityidentity
a. Power and a. Power and capabilitiescapabilities

IngredientsIngredients of power of power 
geographygeography, , demographydemography, , economiceconomic power, military power, military 
power, diplomatic powerpower, diplomatic power
CleavageCleavage UK/UK/FranceFrance vs. vs. otherother membermember statesstates
DivergingDiverging representationsrepresentations in in thirdthird countriescountries

→→ obstacleobstacle toto developmentdevelopment of of commoncommon foreignforeign policypolicy
NuancesNuances

EU EU reliancereliance onon greatestgreatest membermember statesstates
Gap UK/Gap UK/FranceFrance//GermanyGermany vs. US/vs. US/RussiaRussia/China/China
ImmaterialImmaterial power power assetsassets
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2. Power, 2. Power, interestsinterests and and identityidentity
b. b. InterestsInterests

Complex Complex patternpattern of of convergingconverging and and divergingdiverging
interestsinterests

CollectiveCollective interestsinterests
CommonCommon interestsinterests
ConvergingConverging interestsinterests butbut competingcompeting membermember statesstates
DivergingDiverging and and incompatibleincompatible interestsinterests
Absence of interestAbsence of interest

→→ divergencedivergence in timing, in timing, prioritizationprioritization & & methodsmethods
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2. Power, 2. Power, interestsinterests and and identityidentity
c. c. WorldWorld view, view, rolerole conceptionconception and and identityidentity

‘‘World viewWorld view’’
AboutAbout the nature of the international the nature of the international systemsystem and and 
interhumaninterhuman relationsrelations

‘‘RoleRole conceptionconception’’
IdentificationIdentification withwith specificspecific valuesvalues, , objectivesobjectives oror rolerole

‘‘IdentityIdentity’’
CoreCore characteristicscharacteristics of a of a nationnation byby whichwhich itit identifiesidentifies
itselveitselve

→→ Impact Impact onon tensionstensions in EU in EU foreignforeign policypolicy
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2. Power, 2. Power, interestsinterests and and identityidentity
d. d. StrategicStrategic culture and culture and politicalpolitical willwill

‘‘StrategyStrategy’’
Plan of Plan of actionaction to to achieveachieve somesome endend
WeaklyWeakly developeddeveloped nationalnational strategicstrategic culturescultures
Absence of Absence of ‘‘commoncommon’’ strategicstrategic cultureculture

‘‘WillWill’’
DeterminationDetermination to to implementimplement a a strategystrategy and to accept and to accept 
the the costscosts of of thisthis policypolicy
‘‘lacklack of of politicalpolitical willwill’’
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3. 3. EuropeanizationEuropeanization
a. a. NationalNational adaptationadaptation

Of Of nationalnational policypolicy--makingmaking structuresstructures and and 
processesprocesses
Of Of nationalnational foreignforeign policiespolicies
Of Of worldworld view and view and identityidentity

→→ overcomeovercome resistanceresistance to to changechange
→→ hidehide oror adoptadopt policiespolicies notnot fitting in traditional fitting in traditional 

nationalnational contourscontours
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3. 3. EuropeanizationEuropeanization
b. b. NationalNational projectionprojection

Project Project nationalnational foreignforeign policypolicy objectivesobjectives, , 
prioritiespriorities and and approachesapproaches
ObtainingObtaining support (EU support (EU institutionsinstitutions & & membermember
statesstates))
ExpansionExpansion of of foreignforeign policypolicy objectivesobjectives

→→ positivepositive--sumsum gamegame
→→ ifif unsuccessfulunsuccessful: : searchsearch forfor otherother forafora
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3. 3. EuropeanizationEuropeanization
c. c. MultilateralizationMultilateralization

EU EU frameworkframework vs. vs. otherother international forainternational fora
→→ EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy is part of is part of broaderbroader

multilocationmultilocation foreignforeign policypolicy
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3. 3. EuropeanizationEuropeanization
d. d. SocializationSocialization

Thinking in Thinking in EuropeanEuropean ratherrather thanthan nationalnational termsterms
Major Major rolerole in in identityidentity constructionconstruction
NuancesNuances

IncreasingIncreasing involvementinvolvement of of firstfirst pillarpillar
DifficultDifficult withwith 27 27 membermember statesstates
DifferencesDifferences in in membermember statesstates
DifferencesDifferences betweenbetween CFSP insiders and CFSP insiders and ForeignForeign
MinistryMinistry officialsofficials
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ExploringExploring EU EU ForeignForeign PolicyPolicy

See the Website Companion and Online Resource Guide:

http://www.exploring-europe.eu/foreignpolicy

Guide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy foGuide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy for researchers, r researchers, 
students and practitionersstudents and practitioners
EUEU--DocumentsDocuments
Official EUOfficial EU--linkslinks
Links to sources from international organisationsLinks to sources from international organisations
Links to information from nonLinks to information from non--governmental organisations, research centres and governmental organisations, research centres and 
think tanksthink tanks
Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy 
Updated tables and PowerPoint presentationsUpdated tables and PowerPoint presentations
References to recent literatureReferences to recent literature


