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1.1. International Relations International Relations theoriestheories
neorealismneorealism and and neoliberalismneoliberalism

NeorealismNeorealism
HeartHeart of of nationalnational sovereigntysovereignty →→ statesstates willwill notnot
integrateintegrate in these in these fieldsfields

NeoliberalismNeoliberalism
EU as EU as anan autonomousautonomous forceforce thatthat influencesinfluences
behaviourbehaviour of of thirdthird statesstates and international and international 
environmentenvironment
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1.1. International Relations International Relations theoriestheories
neorealismneorealism and and neoliberalismneoliberalism

RelevanceRelevance of of neorealismneorealism
Survival and hard military powerSurvival and hard military power
DominanceDominance of of largestlargest membermember statesstates / / silencesilence in sensitive in sensitive 
issues issues 
NATO NATO predominancepredominance
CommonCommon EU EU policypolicy as a as a nationalnational foreignforeign policypolicy tooltool

DemonstrationDemonstration of of neoliberalneoliberal thoughtthought
ExtensiveExtensive developmentdevelopment of of commoncommon actorsactors to to interveneintervene
EUEU’’ss legallegal personalitypersonality in in TreatyTreaty of Lisbonof Lisbon
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2. 2. EuropeanEuropean integrationintegration theoriestheories

LiberalLiberal intergovernmentalismintergovernmentalism
EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy is is drivendriven byby membermember statesstates, , nationalnational
interestsinterests and and intergovernmentalintergovernmental bargainsbargains
EssentialEssential = = toto reachreach agreementagreement

↔↔ yetyet, in , in practicepractice: more : more thanthan lowestlowest commoncommon denominatordenominator

New New institutionalisminstitutionalism
ExpandingExpanding foreignforeign policypolicy institutionalinstitutional apparatusapparatus mattersmatters
InstitutionalizationInstitutionalization throughthrough commoncommon actorsactors
InstitutionsInstitutions createcreate pathpath dependenciesdependencies
DecisionsDecisions cancan surpasssurpass originaloriginal intentionsintentions
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2. 2. EuropeanEuropean integrationintegration theoriestheories

NeofunctionalismNeofunctionalism
EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy drivendriven byby internalinternal integrationintegration
dynamicdynamic
ImpulsionImpulsion byby activist nonactivist non--state state actorsactors
FunctionalFunctional spilloverspillover

→→ YetYet, , foreignforeign and and securitysecurity policypolicy in a separate in a separate 
unanimityunanimity--boundbound intergovernmentalintergovernmental pillarpillar
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3. 3. ConstructivismConstructivism
-- IdeasIdeas, , valuesvalues and and identityidentity --

ConstructivismConstructivism
EU as a EU as a normativenormative power power drivendriven byby identityidentity and and valuesvalues
Focus Focus onon immaterialimmaterial dimensionsdimensions: : ideasideas, , valuesvalues, , normsnorms and and 
identityidentity
ImportanceImportance of of foreignforeign policypolicy identityidentity objectivesobjectives

InstrumentsInstruments
PoliticalPolitical conditionalityconditionality
SpecificSpecific instrumentsinstruments

AssessmentAssessment
→→ YetYet, d, differencesifferences in power and in power and interestsinterests amongamong membermember statesstates

explainingexplaining nationalnational and EU and EU foreignforeign policiespolicies
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4. 4. StructuralStructural foreignforeign policypolicy

‘‘StructuralStructural –– conventionalconventional’’ foreignforeign policypolicy continuumcontinuum
BasicBasic features of the features of the approachapproach

ComplementarityComplementarity of of structuralstructural and and conventionalconventional foreignforeign
policypolicy
ImportanceImportance of mental of mental structuresstructures
ImportanceImportance of of comprehensivenesscomprehensiveness

StructuralStructural foreignforeign policypolicy approachapproach: : interdisciplinarityinterdisciplinarity
ImportanceImportance of of variousvarious structuresstructures

→→ politicalpolitical, , legallegal, , sociosocio--economiceconomic, , securitysecurity and mentaland mental
ImportanceImportance of of variousvarious levelslevels

→→ individualindividual toto globalglobal



© Keukeleire and MacNaughtan,                  
The Foreign Policy of the EU

4. 4. StructuralStructural foreignforeign policypolicy

ChallengesChallenges
Strong Strong frameworkframework whenwhen systematicallysystematically and in detail and in detail 
appliedapplied to a to a foreignforeign policypolicy takingtaking intointo account account 
specificspecific features of the features of the thirdthird partyparty
DifficultyDifficulty to to obtainobtain sufficientlysufficiently deepdeep understandingunderstanding
DifficultyDifficulty to to observeobserve//measuremeasure longlong--termterm changeschanges
DifficultyDifficulty to to operationalizeoperationalize



© Keukeleire and MacNaughtan,                  
The Foreign Policy of the EU

ExploringExploring EU EU ForeignForeign PolicyPolicy

See the Website Companion and Online Resource Guide:

http://www.exploring-europe.eu/foreignpolicy

Guide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy foGuide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy for researchers, r researchers, 
students and practitionersstudents and practitioners
EUEU--DocumentsDocuments
Official EUOfficial EU--linkslinks
Links to sources from international organisationsLinks to sources from international organisations
Links to information from nonLinks to information from non--governmental organisations, research centres and governmental organisations, research centres and 
think tanksthink tanks
Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy 
Updated tables and PowerPoint presentationsUpdated tables and PowerPoint presentations
References to recent literatureReferences to recent literature


