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1.1. The concept of The concept of foreignforeign policypolicy
-- DefinitionDefinition --

DirectedDirected at the at the externalexternal environmentenvironment
AimsAims to to influenceinfluence thatthat environment and environment and 
behaviourbehaviour of of otherother actorsactors
In order to In order to pursuepursue interestsinterests, , valuesvalues and goalsand goals

→→ DominantDominant vs. vs. otherother ((neglectedneglected) ) dimensionsdimensions of of 
foreignforeign policypolicy

→→ ConventionalConventional vs. vs. structuralstructural understandingunderstanding of of 
foreignforeign policypolicy
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1.1. The concept of The concept of foreignforeign policypolicy
-- 5 5 dimensionsdimensions --

ActorsActors
ConventionalConventional foreignforeign policypolicy state state actorsactors
OtherOther governmentalgovernmental actorsactors
NonNon--state state actorsactors: : NGONGO’’ss, , MNCMNC’’ss, , criminalcriminal
organizationsorganizations//networksnetworks

InterestsInterests and and objectivesobjectives
ConventionalConventional selfself--regardingregarding interestsinterests
CollectiveCollective and and otherother--regardingregarding interestsinterests
FarFar--sightedsighted selfself--interestsinterests
PossessionPossession goals vs. milieu goalsgoals vs. milieu goals
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1.1. The concept of The concept of foreignforeign policypolicy
-- 5 5 dimensionsdimensions --

SecuritySecurity
ConventionalConventional military military securitysecurity
GlobalGlobal securitysecurity
SocietalSocietal insecurityinsecurity
HumanHuman securitysecurity
DesecuritizationDesecuritization ↔↔ securitizationsecuritization
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1. The concept of 1. The concept of foreignforeign policypolicy
-- 5 5 dimensionsdimensions --

Power and Power and capabilitiescapabilities
ConventionalConventional military and diplomatic power and military and diplomatic power and 
instrumentsinstruments
Hard power vs. soft powerHard power vs. soft power
RelationalRelational power and power and structuralstructural powerpower

FocusFocus
ConventionalConventional ‘‘actoractor’’, , ‘‘conflictconflict’’ and and ‘‘eventevent’’
‘‘processprocess’’, , ‘‘structurestructure’’ and and ‘‘contextcontext’’
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2. 2. ConventionalConventional and and structuralstructural
foreignforeign policypolicy

ConventionalConventional foreignforeign policypolicy
OrientatedOrientated towardstowards statesstates, military , military securitysecurity, crises and , crises and 
conflictsconflicts

→→ ‘‘DominantDominant’’ dimensionsdimensions
StructuralStructural foreignforeign policypolicy

InfluencingInfluencing sustainablesustainable politicalpolitical, , legallegal, , sociosocio--economiceconomic, , securitysecurity
and mental and mental structuresstructures
These These structuresstructures characterizecharacterize interstate relations, as interstate relations, as wellwell as as 
societiessocieties, the , the positionposition of of individualsindividuals, , statestate--societysociety relations relations 
and the international and the international systemsystem

→→ onlyonly effectiveeffective whenwhen comprehensivecomprehensive
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3. The nature of EU 3. The nature of EU foreignforeign policypolicy

MultipillarMultipillar
3 3 pillarspillars
FunctionalFunctional indivisibilityindivisibility leadsleads toto crosscross--pillarpillar politicspolitics

MultilevelMultilevel
MutuallyMutually dependentdependent actorsactors acrossacross different different policypolicy
levelslevels

MultilocationMultilocation
EU EU onlyonly oneone amongamong variousvarious relevant relevant locationslocations
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3. The nature of EU 3. The nature of EU foreignforeign policypolicy

EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy as a as a zerozero--sumsum gamegame
EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy as a as a substitutesubstitute of of nationalnational foreignforeign
policypolicy

As a As a positivepositive--sumsum gamegame
EU EU foreignforeign policypolicy as a complement of as a complement of nationalnational
foreignforeign policiespolicies
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ExploringExploring EU EU ForeignForeign PolicyPolicy

See the Website Companion and Online Resource Guide:

http://www.exploring-europe.eu/foreignpolicy

Guide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy foGuide to the maze of information sources on EU foreign policy for researchers, r researchers, 
students and practitionersstudents and practitioners
EUEU--DocumentsDocuments
Official EUOfficial EU--linkslinks
Links to sources from international organisationsLinks to sources from international organisations
Links to information from nonLinks to information from non--governmental organisations, research centres and governmental organisations, research centres and 
think tanksthink tanks
Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy Latest online news on EU Foreign Policy 
Updated tables and PowerPoint presentationsUpdated tables and PowerPoint presentations
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